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BY GEORGE HENRY PAYNE.
New York. May li. 1007.

y.v NE could hnrtlly ask for a more sensntional end of the season tlirtn tlic

\_) announcement tliat tlio Big and tlio Bltflo Syudlcntos havc come together
to do business horenfter with nll tlio wcapons of war under lock antl

kfey. As a cllmux to n busy thcatrical season one could hardly ask for any-

thing more astonishlng, for tlioro Is not a part of the country tliat has not

been worked up ovor tho questiou as to whether it wns to recelve syndicato or

nutl-syndicnte nt'traotions, and tlie activity of the Shubcrts in building now

theatrcs, not to speak of Mr. Bclasco's and Mr. Flske's more vehement war-

fare, lnts adverOscd pretty throtighly tlie hattle tliat was belng waged, with

Forty-second street as lts beadquarters.
It is too early yet to say just what thu result of this new company, in

which both Loo Shubort anil Klnw & Erlangcr are olllcers, wlll be, but thero is

very llttle chance of lts affectlng the product'inns of next soason, an it is

rivowcrtly for the purposo of dolng only tho vaudeville business.
»«,*¦>***.*

Looking over the past season, tlio most cneournging feature as regards
the tliealro has been the nuiubcr of productions of new plays b.v young Ameri¬

can nuthors. No linpon'aiit new man has come to the front except William

Dwlglit Moody, whose play, "Thn Great Divlde," with Margaret Anglin and

llonry Miller as co-stars, has flllcd the Prlncess Theatre for the ontlre season.

'An Interesting play In many ways, "The Great Divlde" is not by any menns

n remarkablo speclmen of the American drama. There aro interesting moinonts

ln lt; but the thcsls is snrnll, and in thc big, broad Western setting that the

n'ntboc has chosen, his huinaii struggle secms petty and moro cak-ulated to in¬

terest the New England Kplnstcr than the class of publlc thnt is ordinarily
nttraetod by what has come to he known as the Western tlrama.

Next to Mr. Moody's play the most successful play by an Amerlcan author

offered this season was Mr. Broadhurst's "Man of.the Hour," which filled the

Savoy Theatre from the nlght It openod and promises to run tlicre all sum¬

mer. No better tlme could have been choson for a polltlctil play deallng wlth

graft and eorruption, and the answer of the publlc to It has been almost unani-

mous. ln a way tho play is stipposed fo typify New York condllions, but these

conditions aro general In American citles, and the play will undoubtedly havc
tho same great succoss throughout the country that It has had here. Tho

strength of the play is its dellneatlon of political characters as we know them.
tlio boss and hls heuchman.while tho weaknoss of tlie play is its love story
and the very conventlonal femlnlne .portraiture.

As one mlght expect, Mr. Bclasco's productlon of the season, "The Bose of

tho Bancho," is one of tlie most popular plays of the year. It is a cbarmlng
story of Cnlifomin and magnSficcntly staged. Wlth It New York learned of n

new star.a more slip of a girl, who has magnotlsm and intelligence, beauty
nnd no llttle ability as nn actress. lf Miss Francos Starr does nothing hut
"Tlio Bose of the Bancho" sho wlll st'Ill have earuod for herself a very enviiible

reputatlon.
Paul Armstrong, who has not beon heard from slnce hls successful "Ilelr

to the lioorah," camo forward thls season wlth a very virile play, in atmos-

pherc nnd chariieterization the strongest play offered by an American author
this soason."Snlomy Janc." The play is bascd on Brot Harfo's story, "Salomy
Jano's Kiss." While Miss Eleanor Bobson appears iu it to great advantage,
n more robust temperament would scem to more complotely fill the
author's idea.

In "Brewster's Miiltoiis," tho dramatlzatlon of Mr. MeGutcheon's story,
"Wlnchell Smlth," New York came to know for the first tlme Mr. Prod Thomp-
pon, of Hippodrome fame, as a tUirly-thlrd dogree manager. The play is light
entertainment, l'urnlslilng considei-able amusouient, and ln tho thlrd act u re¬

markablo plcture of a yticlit ut sea In a storm is probabjy the most strikiug
thlng that Mr. Thompson's mechuiiicul genius has devised, and cortainly uu-

paralelled ntnong mecliaiiicnl stage lnventlons.
William Colller, appearing hoth ns author nnd actor in his play, "Caught

in the Baiu," makes the sixth play to till tho theatre iu Which lt ls offered from
tho dny of its productlon. Keally an nimising farce, "Caught in tho Baiu" if
Collleresc|iie from the start to tlio iinish.

Not distlngulshod by long runs, but notable ln other ways, wore Mr. Will
iam Glllette's "Clarlcc" and Laugdoh Mitchell's "Tlio New York Idea." Mr
Glllctto in hls new play (new to Now york; it has heen soon throughout tlu
country) plcturcd a consumptlvo who chooses to commlt sulclde under tln
erroiieous lniprosslon tliat lils deatb ls lmmiiiein!. There was much clevernesi
in tlio constructlon und somo of tho smallor scones, but tho actor had over

elabornted the part he played himself, and tho play fallod to grlp.
"The New York Idea" ought to provo a popular tltlo on tho road, whero thi

impresalon Is thnt! most New Yorkers spend tholr tlmo getUng iu or out of i

divorco, Sclntillutlug comedy Mr. Mitchell lias mado for Mrs. Flsko, but it wai
just a t'rlflo too smart. Moro brllllant dlaloguo ono raroly lislona to ou tln
jitage, but tho author has sacrificed solidarlty to brllllancy, and, whllo tbo pla;
wus lntensoly ninusing, lt wns also very suggestivo of tlio Oscar Wilde schoo
of drama.

A yenr ago the drnmatlst who wus most talked of ln thls country was Mi
Charles Kleln, who, out of "The Llon and tho Mouso" and "Tho Muslc Master,'
wns sald to be making somcthlng llke $1,000 a week, Naturally hls now pla;
wns looked forward to wlth great intorost, but; "Tlie Daughters of Men" fallo*
to cntch tlio publlc ns "Tho Llon und the Mouso" dld, and rathor empliaslzed th
contnntion of thoso who holloved that "Tho Llon aud tho Mouso," dosplto it
grcnt popular siiceoss, wns a very biti'l play., Tliat play completed its run o

six hundred nlghts only a fow weeks ago and ls stlll tlio subjeet of dlscussioi
among peoplo lnterested lu tlio t'lioatrh, no two persons seeiulng to ngreo ns p
why lt lasted ns long ns it dld. Thnt it camo at a tlmo when tho publlc was rip
for somo tliealrlcal assault or exposuro of tho capltalist undoubtedly helped
Tlio impersonut'lon of Mr. Ediiumd Breese of tho part of John D. Bayuor wa
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One of the cwrlons features ot' tlie season wus tliat
there wns no new play from tho riiaii who hns un¬

doubtedly wrltten tho greatest of Amerlcan dranias, Mr.
Augustus Thomas. Next season, however, wo avo to havo
two plays, one sald to he a powert'ully bullt dntuin on tho
subject of hypnotism, and by the untlior's frli'iuls declared
to bo a gretiter play than even his "A.lssqna," "Alnbauia"
or "In MJ/.zoura." The other play, in which Mr. Dnst'ln
Farnum wlll star, is ln a measure a return to what lms
been called tho "Stato plays" ol' Mr. Thomas, belug :t plc-
ture of Mexlco, the result of a wlnlor's sojourn aml study
ln tliut country.

Only a few years ago lt was customnry to as.soelate Mr.
Clytle Fltch with Mr. Thomas as tho two lending Ameri¬
can driunatists. Mr. Fltch's plays liave contiiuied to have
a certaln vogue, tliougli thero has beon a steatlily iu-
croaslng depreolatioiL The cllninx cnine this season when
Mr. Fitcu turned out four plays and the publlc turneil
ovory ono of them down, liis dramatlzatlon of Mrs,
Wharton's "Ilouse of Mlrth" ran ono weejc, and hls "Glrl
Who Had Kvorythlng," with Miss Ilobson as the star,
fillod a. brlof cngngoinent at tiio Llborty, wlille tiio town
ainused itself wlth many siiKgeslloiis to. tho effect tliat
tho "Glrl AVho 11 ad Everylhlng" might llml it necossary
lo dlvido wlth Mr, Fltch if lio eontlnuod to turn ou'l
plays of that callbre,

On Fobruary .0 Mr. Fitch produced two plays at dlf.

Terent thcalres and responded lo tho call for "author" at
both thcatres.tho Oriterlon nnd tlie Astor. "Tlie Stralght
Road," writfceu for Miss Blaiicho Walsli, was rouhdly
condomned for its vulgiirlty, while "The Truth" (with
'.Mrs. Clara Itl'oodgdod) suffered greatly frfitn tlie uutlioi-'s
ilnablllty to understand thnt tlie Amerlcan husband does
not tako it as a matter of course, or us a joke, Hiitt a

young gaod-for-uotlilng should endenvor to qll'ect a liiiisou
with his wlfe.

Tlie success of Mr. Fltch iu ihe past lias had its bad
effect in tliat some of tlie younger Amerlcan driunatists
havo observed too closely tho methods by which he has

won publlc favor. Cldver Mr. Fltch is iiiidoubtedly, hut

lt is an cplsodic clov-rness, a trlcky cloverness. Otirl-
eaturo is substltutcd for chuructcrlziitiou, aml when lu;

touches the emotlonal it is luipossiblo not to feel that he

has hls tongUO ln his cheelc.
llne of the bigge-t sucoessos of the year has been Mr.

,'Iaines Forbos' "Tho Chorus Lady," und this is one of tlu

plays that l would cliaracterixo as dlsplaylug the Fltch
intliieiice. The flrst act is really good, but after that tlu

author uses all the Flteli trlcks itnil the play sways be¬

tween iiieloilriiiiia aml iiorsepluy. The nialii chiiractcr

I'atrlcla O'llricii, ls supposed tu be the slangy chorus girl,
aud here is tho gerni of a good drainatic Itlett, Mul In

order to get "hiuglis" the author hns stuffed his ehametei
Wlth sluiigy "saylngs" almost to tlio^polut of boieduin.
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The American Dramaiist in the Lead on the American Staae

Another clover play tliat suffered from the saiiie influence was "Clothes,"
by Messrs. Pollock and Hnpwood. Mr. Pollock Is undoubtedly a comlng draui-
atist, aud up to now thero has boen evldonco of a fine vlrlle point of vlow. But
whether It wns the tltle or an obscssioh produced by writing on so cssentially
a feniinine topic, tlils play suggested Fltch too often for lts good.

l-'rom the English nutliors, usually our prolitic producers, we have had but
two plays that were successful."Hls House in Order," by Arthur W. 1'inero,
nnd "The Ilypocrltes," hy llonry Ar.fcnir Jones. "His House in Order" is really
a great play, pick ilaws iu it as one will. ln the oplnlon of the wrlter it ls one
of the greatest plitys tliat the author has wrltten, aud in an interesting talk wlth
tho author last summer at his home in Loudou ono mlght deduce tliat Mr. Plnero
himself is lucllncd io look at it as hls "goldon haircd chlld." Tho productlon
here was in thc* prineipals botlor than that which 1 saw ln London. Never
has Mr. John Drew been more sinceru nnd more etlective, and Mlsa Margaret
Illington In one nlght placed herself among Amcrlcnu nctresses of whom ono

may expect great things. "Tlio Ilypocrltes" of Mr. Jonos was a lugubrlous ef-
l'ort, probably .wrltten 1'en years ago, for Ifc-rceked with the old "sox ngainst
sex" battle that iuterested tlie dlttnctic dra'iriatlsts of a decado ago.

* * «, »» . « * *

New York has not lost its interest in George Bernard Shaw, and this
season throo of lils plays liitheiio unproduccd in this country were offered to
Ihe piiblio wlth but little succoss. Mr. Forbes Bohertson achieved llttle less
than an artistic trlumph lu "Ouosar and Cloopatra," but lt ls doubtful If tho
play would have had tlie run thnt it did If lt woro not for tliat actor's lutercst-
ing personnlity and strlking ability. "Widowers' Houses" was produced at a
serles of matinees and proved to bo tlie least interesting of tlie Shaw plays
that wo have spen. Miss Ellen Terry opeued her tour in thls couutry wltli
"Captain Brnssbound's Coriversion," and again the audlences were llstiess.
This was followed shortly after by a revlval of "Mrs. Warren's Professiou,"
which, over a year ago, hnd one performance ln New York, the police.It wlll
be remembered.stepping in aud closlng tho theatre. As tho wrlter eontended
thon, t'ho police wcre not necessary; tho publlc Itself would havo closed the
theatre in vory llttlo tlmo if such a luibbub had not beon mado over tho play.
Tho crlmo of tln* play is not so much tho open dlscussion of harlotry as it is
I'Mr. Shaw's insluccrlty.hls Innbility to ho serlous wheu drawlug a tragic sub¬
jeet.his. great artlst'lc error in making laugliable that which to every rlght
thlnkiiig porsou is a nintter of tears.

What would a tlioatrical season ln New York be without its quota of
tliat peculiar form of onturfainmont that was onco known as comie opera, but
ilms moro recently becoino "tlie musical nielaiige," "tlio nuislcal eocktail," "tho
musical fantiisy," .c, &c.7 Tlie publlc has grown a bit lirod of havlng tha
tlioati'lcal roportor hark back to llve days of Clllbert and Sullivan, but for geu-
orutlous in riiiiH* thal comblnatlou of llbrottist and eoniposor is bound to re-
niain an Idyal, an idol aud Idyll.

Thoro an* eighty-two roasons wliy we have uot llbret'tos lliat are worthy
of tlu- Gllbort and Siilivan trudition. Ono wlll sulllco. Tlio man who can
wrlto a good llbrotto Is nblo to write a good play, and ho soes uo particular
reason why ho should tllvldo tlio royaltlos with a composer.

Ono man bus tippoarod on tlio llold who has shown that he has tho
ability ut' thc drainatlst ullicd to the willluguess to be a llbrottist. That man
Is Henry Blossoni, whose "Mlle. Modiste" last year nnd whose "Bed Mill" this
year are both distlnei' adviinces ln tbe Held ol' tln* eomlc opora "book." Blos-
jsoin has Idens, ho has u sonse of the drninatlc, and, wolrd and wonderful thlng
ln niodern'coinlc opera, he has a sonse of cliuractcrl/.ulinn. Sotneliow or au-

lotlier, by soino strange slelght of hand, hc Bucceeus ln geftlng lnto hls librettos
n llno libl'o and thero lliat makes you feol lliat his cluil'actors are liuinan, have
some history und belng, and aro not tlie tuot'Q puppets of tlio stagu tnarked
"lonor," "burytone," "contrnlto"."S'l'AB."

No play, operiilic or otherwlso, has boon as succossful this year as "Tho
Bed -Mill" of Henry Blossoni and Victor llcibert. lf is liardly necessary to
speak of tlie muslc ol' Victor llerbort.tliat can always lie counted on to bo
fresh, tiuicl'ul and sclioliuiy, Much as we liliu aud rospeet Ilorbert, 1 do not
thlnk wc (julto apiircclalo what' a inastcr ho is of tlu* liuinorous lu muslo.

j.Mo/.art would have heen I'ond of llerhcrt liatl ho known lilia, but Mozart
had mnny uiiafQl'tiuies, Tlils was one of thom.he did not know Horbert.

It would be unjust. not to say tliat' a great inciisuru of "The Bed MillV
isuccess was due lu .Muiitgoinery nnd Btono, who appcar fur tlie llrst tlmo ln
["Straight parts" nfter thelr long carcer In tlie odd "niake-up" of "Tlio Wlzard
of Uz."

Othor successful "iiiusicnl shows" wero llutlli- Williams, ln "Tlio Llttle
Clicruh;" Alinn Held, iu "The 1'arlsinn Mmlel;" Sain Bernard, ln "Tho Rlch
Mr. lliiggonliolmor," and Kddle Koy, iu "Tlie Orclild."

* .. » * « « « « «

Kaivwoll lu tlic season tor several distingulsliod actors menns farewell to
tho si'age this year. Joo Woher suys he will retlre, Ednii May has ulrenily sald
"liuiiilhy," and tliat cliaiiiilng cnuicdlciine, Kay Toronlotou, annouaces that
Ihls year is her last. "I'ln a strange world. When a woinun miirrlcs sho qulta
tho llold o( labor--artistic or otherwlso. Whon a man ninrrles.but thls dls-
eiissiim ls not1 propcrly in tlio doiaaln ot' eltlier entertnlntnent or nmuseiuont.


